
How Does a
Computer Think? 

 



 
Computers are different from humans in that

they don’t have their own thoughts. A
computer can only do what a human tells it
to do. We do this through a programming

language. 



INTRODUCTION

Robots do all sorts of things and they are all around us!

Some Robots do simple things like vacuum your house,

while others do more complex things, like help doctors

during surgeries. 

But, there is one thing that all  robots have in common

and it is that they can only do exactly what is asked of

them! 



Activity Time! 
In this activity, we are going to be robots. You are

going to be instructed to complete some tasks but you
won’t be told what it is that you are trying to complete,  

instead you will be told how to do it step by step. 



BUILD IT!
Materials:

- toothpicks

- mini marshmallows or raisins

- small cardboard boxes or dividers 

Rules:
- Some of you will be programmers, and others will be robots.

- The programmers will Build astructure that the robot will not

be able to see. 

- They will then give the robots step by step instructions to get

them to build the exact same structure. 

- The robots are not allowed to ask any questions, just follow

instructions. 

- Programmers cannot see what the robots are doing.



DRAW IT!
Materials:

- Paper

- Pencils/ markers/ colours 

Rules:
- Some of you will be programmers, and others will be robots.

- The programmers will draw a simple picture that the robots

will not be able to see. 

- They will then give the robots step by step instructions to get

them to draw the exact same structure. 

- The robots are not allowed to ask any questions, just follow

instructions. 

- programmers cannot see what the robots are doing 



CHOREOGRAPH IT!
Materials:

- Music

- Paper 

- Pencils/ markers/ colours 

Rules:
- Some of you will be programmers, and others will be robots.

- The programmers will create a dance move secretly. 

- They will then write down step by step instructions on how to

do the dance move.  

- The robots are not allowed to ask any questions, just follow

instructions. 

- Programmers cannot see what the robots are doing.



DEBRIEF!
- Which activity was the easiest?

- Which activity was the most difficult?

- Was it hard to communicate when the robot

could only do exactly what he was asked?

-  Was giving instructions difficult when you

could not see what was going on on the other

side?



THE END!


